
 
 

Publications 

■ European editor of The White Book; also edits the sections on service out of the jurisdiction, 
jurisdictional challenges, and depositions and evidence for foreign courts. 

■ ‘What next for the Brussels I Regulation (Recast)?’ The Lawyer (20 March 2017). 
■ What Does Brexit Mean for the Brussels Regime?’ (2016) 33 Journal of International Arbitration 
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Simon’s practice focuses on public international law and international arbitration (including both 
investment protection disputes and international commercial arbitration). 

He has particular experience as counsel and advocate in inter-State disputes, including before 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) 
and international arbitral tribunals constituted under the auspices of the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration (PCA). 

Simon has advised and acted in a broad range of international disputes involving: issues of State 
responsibility and treaty interpretation, territorial disputes, investment protection disputes 
(including claims before the International Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes 
(ICSID), and arbitral tribunals under the PCA and UNCITRAL Rules), issues of international 
human rights law, issues of environmental law, issues of sovereign immunity, disputes involving 
State succession, and disputes involving issues under the law of the sea (including maritime 
delimitation). 

He also has substantial experience in international commercial arbitration and has acted in 
cases brought under a variety of procedural rules (UNCITRAL, LCIA, ICC, Stockholm Chamber of 
Commerce, CIArb, etc). 

Simon also has experience of litigation before the English courts, including cases raising issues of 
public international law, and matters relating to arbitration. 

 

Privacy notice  

 

Languages: English (native); Italian (proficient); French (proficient)  

https://twentyessex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Simon-Olleson.pdf


 

Publications 

■ ‘The Character and Forms of International Responsibility’, in M.D. Evans (ed.), International Law (5th ed.) (Oxford 
University Press, 2018) (with J. Crawford). 

■ Contributor of the parts on ‘International Responsibility’ and ‘Diplomatic Protection and Consular Assistance’ to 
the International Relations title of Halsbury’s Laws of England (6th ed.) (2018); previously also contributor to the 
5th ed., (Lexis-Nexis, London, 2010). 

■ ‘Attribution in Investment Treaty Arbitration’ (2016) 31(2) ICSID Review – Foreign Investment Law Journal 457-
483. 

■ ‘Application of the Rules of State Responsibility’ in M. Bungenberg, J. Griebel, S. Hobe and A. Reinisch (eds) 
International Investment Law 

■ (Nomos/Beck/Hart Publishing, 2015), pp. 411-441 (with J. Crawford). The Law of International Responsibility, J. 
Crawford, A. Pellet and S. Olleson (eds), (Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2010). 

 

Example cases 

■ Acting for the United Arab Emirates before the International Court of Justice in Application of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (Qatar v United Arab Emirates), in respect 
of Qatar’s claims of breach of the CERD, including appearing as counsel and advocate in relation to Qatar’s 
Application for Provisional Measures (Order of 23 July 2018, I.C.J. Reports 2018, p. 406); judgment on 
Preliminary Objections pending. 

■ Counsel for the United Arab Emirates (and advocate on behalf of all the Applicant States) in parallel appeals 
before the International Court of Justice against decisions of the Council of the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation: Appeal Relating to the Jurisdiction of the ICAO Council under Article 84 of the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation (Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates v Qatar) and Appeal 
Relating to the Jurisdiction of the ICAO Council under Article II, Section 2, of the 1944 International Air Services 
Transit Agreement (Bahrain, Egypt and United Arab Emirates v Qatar), Judgments of 14 July 2020. 

■ Counsel for the claimant investor in a claim before ICSID under the Italy-Morocco BIT 
construction/infrastructure works): Impresa Pizzarotti & C. S.p.A. v Kingdom of Morocco (ICSID Case No. 
ARB/19/14). 

■ Counsel for the claimant investors in claims before ICSID under the Jordan-Qatar BIT (television and film 
production):  Talal Al Awamleh, Arab Telemedia Services LLC and Ain Telemedia Studios LLC v State of Qatar 
(ICSID No. ARB/18/38). 

■ Counsel for Costa Rica before the International Court of Justice in Maritime Delimitation in the Caribbean Sea 
and the Pacific Ocean (Costa Rica v Nicaragua) and Land Boundary in the Northern Part of Isla Portillos (Costa 
Rica v Nicaragua) I.C.J. Reports 2018, p. 139 joined inter-related disputes concerning sovereignty over disputed 
land territory and maritime delimitation.  

■ Advising and representing the Kingdom of Lesotho in substantial, complex and multi-faceted proceedings 
involving two inter-connected PCA-administered investment arbitrations under the UNCITRAL Rules relating to 
the alleged expropriation of a diamond mine, and the shuttering of the SADC Tribunal whilst the Claimants’ 
claims in that regard were pending before it; consequent set-aside proceedings before the courts of Singapore 
(High Court and Court of Appeal) and related satellite litigation.  

■ PCA/UNCITRAL: Swissbourgh Diamond Mines (Pty) Ltd and others v Kingdom of Lesotho (PCA Case No. 
2013/29), Partial Final Award of 18 April 2016; Decision on Interpretation, 27 June 2016; Final Award on Costs, 
20 October 2016. 

■ Singapore High Court: Swissbourgh Diamond Mines (Pty) Ltd and others v Kingdom of Lesotho [2017] SGHCR 
02 and [2017] SGHC 104 (appropriate method for service of proceedings on a State). 

■ Singapore High Court: Kingdom of Lesotho v Swissbourgh Diamond Mines (Pty) Ltd and others [2017] SGHC 



 

195 (Lesotho’s successful application to set aside the Award of the PCA Tribunal on jurisdictional grounds). 
■ Singapore Court of Appeal: Swissbourgh Diamond Mines (Pty) Ltd and others v Kingdom of Lesotho [2018] 

SGCA 81 (Claimant’s unsuccessful appeal against decision setting aside Award of the PCA Tribunal). 
■ PCA/UNCITRAL: Van Zyl and others v Kingdom of Lesotho (PCA Case No. 2016/21) (follow-on arbitration). 
■ Counsel for Costa Rica before the International Court of Justice in Certain Activities in the Border Area (Costa 

Rica v Nicaragua) and Construction of a Road in Costa Rica along the San Juan River (Nicaragua v Costa Rica), 
I.C.J. Reports 2015, p. 665: joined disputes concerning inter alia, the military occupation of disputed territory, 
the causing of environmental damage, and the obligation to carry out Environmental Impact Assessments. 

■ Counsel for Malaysia in the Railway Land Arbitration (Malaysia/Singapore)(PCA): interpretation of a bilateral 
treaty as to the tax consequences of the surrender of residual land holdings of Malaysia within the territory of 
Singapore, and their swap for a stake in a joint property development venture. 

■ Sole counsel for the Claimant in an international commercial arbitration under the LCIA Arbitration Rules 
relating to contracts for the sale and supply on CIF terms of pre-painted galvanised steel sheets (PPGI) in rolls. 
Claims relating to latent defects, resulting in large numbers of claims brought against the Claimant by end-
customers in multiple jurisdictions. Substantial damages and costs awarded. 

■ Counsel for the Republic of Colombia before the International Court of Justice in Aerial Herbicide Spraying 
(Ecuador v Colombia): Ecuador’s claims of violation of sovereignty and territorial integrity and breaches of 
international environmental and human rights law resulting from the alleged transboundary drift of herbicides 
sprayed for the purpose of combatting the illegal production of narcotic drugs. 

■ Republic of Croatia v. Republic of Serbia [2009] EWHC 1559 (Ch.); [2010] Ch. 200, [2010] 2 WLR 555, [2010] 1 
P. & C.R. 5, [2009] All ER (D) 30 (Jul) (Briggs J, 2 July 2009); Junior counsel for Croatia in an appeal to the 
English High Court in relation to the entry of a restriction against title to property registered in the name of the 
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia; issues of State succession and non-justiciability. 

■ Counsel and advocate for Romania before the International Court of Justice in Maritime Delimitation in the 
Black Sea (Romania v Ukraine), ICJ Reports 2009, p. 61. 

 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations  

A great advocate with an amazing patience for sifting through the facts. Chambers UK Bar 2021  

A powerful intellect and good to work with. The Legal 500 UK Bar 2021 

Excellent on maritime delimitation and a superstar on state responsibility. Chambers UK Bar 2021  

Very talented and a real star in the making in the field of international law. The Legal 500 UK Bar 2020  

An acknowledged expert on the law of state responsibility. Chambers UK Bar 2020 

He has a strong academic background in PIL and a keen interest in the law of state responsibility. 
Chambers and Partners Global Bar 2019 

Very thorough, meticulous and provides very good written work. Chambers UK Bar 2020 

He is very bright and has excellent knowledge of international law. Chambers and Partners Global Bar 
2019

 

 


